Inhibition of afferent vagus nerves decreases gastric stress lesions.
Capsaicin (Sigma Chemical Co.) is a unique chemical agent that causes degeneration of afferent nerve fibers. Previous conclusions about Capsaicin effects on the gastric mucosal response to stress have not precisely defined which afferent nerves were affected. Therefore, the aim of the first portion of this study was to define the origin of afferent vagus nerves to the anterior gastric wall after injections of fluorogold (which is an axonal tracer) into the stomach. The second part of this study was to compare the stress effects on the gastric mucosa in rats with impaired afferent nerve function after Capsaicin treatment.